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Ripped straight from the pages of
old Space News Roundups, here’s
what happened at JSC on this date:

1 9 7 1
espite a harder-than-expected
splashdown in the Pacific,
Apollo 15 crewmen Dave

Scott, Al Worden and Jim Irwin
emerged smiling from the command
module Endeavour last Saturday
after their million-plus mile, 12-day
journey into space.

One of the three main parachutes
failed during the spacecraft’s
descent, causing the moonship to hit
the water slightly faster and harder
than it would have with all three
chutes operating normally.

After medical examinations, a meal
and a night’s rest onboard the recov-
ery ship USS Okinawa, the astro-
nauts helicoptered to board a C-141
aircraft for Ellington Air Force Base,
where they arrived last Sunday night.

The first lunar landing crew not hav-
ing to face a 21-day quarantine, the
men were reunited with families and
friends at Ellington.

1 9 7 6
ASA’s most advanced commu-
nications satellite, ATS-6, is
now employed in a three-

month demonstration of how space
and other advanced technologies
can be used to benefit the people of
developing countries.

As many as 30 countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin America are expected
to participate in the project, begun
Aug. 1, which is being undertaken
jointly by NASA and the Agency for
International Development.

The experiment will demonstrate 
how the application of space 
communications, remote sensing
from earth resources satellites and 
high-resolution aerial photography 
can help some of the world’s poorest
people boost food production,
improve health and nutrition, expand
family planning projects and raise
income levels.

1 9 9 1
he gentle release of the Upper
Atmosphere Research Satellite
(UARS) will be an exciting and

important spearhead to NASA’s 
Mission to Planet Earth, according to
the STS-48 crew.  

The mission also will feature the first
planned night landing on Kennedy
Space Center’s Shuttle Landing
Facility runway
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Ripped
from the

ROUNDUP Building 9, training personnel are going to
perform a Crew Escape Systems Training
demonstration. During the demonstration,
which will be at 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m.,
the employees are going to escape from the
nose of the Full Fuselage Trainer and repel
down the side of the mock-up safely to the
ground below.

There will be viewing highlights in all
of the approximately 20 buildings open to
the public. The Sonny Carter Training
Facility and Ellington Field will also 
be open so that guests can see the
6,200,000-gallon pool at the Neutral
Buoyancy Laboratory (NBL) and the 
various NASA aircraft. Bus tours will be
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available to take guests to both locations.
Free tram service and maps will 

be available so that guests will have
information about the buildings they are
seeing, as well as know which buildings
hold the most interest for them.

Organizers are committed to address-
ing safety concerns. With tens of thou-
sands of people milling around in the
Houston heat, problem areas have a very
good chance of developing. Volunteers
have learned from past years, and are
working ahead to make Open House 2001
one of the safest events yet.

“We paid a lot of attention to the
safety concerns from last year, especially

in the most popular buildings where we
had overcrowding,” said Stephen Nesbitt,
Open House Chairperson. 

“There have been several changes this
year that should reduce those problems. ...
We have good medical response capabil-
ity, should we need it, and the safety peo-
ple are training for emergencies.”

The volunteer recruitment effort is
going well. However, organizers say
there are almost limitless opportunities to
contribute, adding volunteering is a
rewarding way to give back to the com-
munity and can be as much of a benefit to
the volunteer as to the guests.

“Many of the volunteers who work the
event have told us how good it
makes them feel to interact with
people who are very excited about
visiting NASA,” Nesbitt said.

“We get a renewed enthusiasm
for our jobs when we see how 
interested the public is about the
space program.”

Those who are interested in 
volunteering should contact 
C.C. de la Garza at x31033 or 
register to volunteer online at:
http://www4.jsc.nasa.gov/scripts/
openhouse/signup.cfm

For more information on Open
House 2001 please visit:
http://openhouse.jsc.nasa.gov/

JSC ready to welcome public to Open House 2001

See you at the ballgame!
If you have purchased your advanced tickets, don’t
forget that Saturday, Aug. 18, is NASA Day at Enron
Field. The baseball game begins at 12:15 p.m. 
when the Houston Astros take on the Pittsburgh
Pirates, but come early to see a special JSC video
presentation broadcast on the giant Diamond Vision
screen. JSC volunteers will be at Enron with a 
number of exhibits and displays and a mission to 
get the word out about Open House 2001. The 
STS-104 crew will also be recognized, and one
crewmember will throw out the first pitch. Astronaut
Steve Hawley is scheduled to do a live radio 
interview with Astros broadcaster Milo Hamilton.

Saturday
Aug. 18

NASA Day

Visitors of all
ages enjoy the

attractions,
demonstrations
and displays of
the last year's
Open House

event.
For a full listing of building

attractions, please see page 5.


